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Message from the Principal
As we reach the end of another packed term I would like to take this opportunity
to wish you and your family a very Happy Easter. The Church Services on
Tuesday were a fantastic way to reflect on the Easter story and to spend time
as an Academy community in our local Churches. Many thanks to our Chaplain
Mr Richards and the students who read, danced, sang or acted in the Services.
This term has seen a number of fantastic extracurricular opportunities take
place from Science week, Sports Relief, World Book Day to the wonderful
performances of Calamity Jane. We want to ensure that all of the students at
Chelsea Academy get enriching opportunities outside of the classroom and all

of these activities (and many more not listed here) help us fulfil these aims.
Thank you to all the staff that give up their time to run clubs and activities
outside of school hours.
Staffing update
As we come to the end of term we sadly need to say goodbye to three
members of staff who will be leaving us today. Mr Caps in PD, Ms Miller in PE
and Mr Olaleye our interim Director of Finance and Operations. They each go
with our best wishes and thanks for all their work since September. After the
Easter holiday we welcome Miss Thompson in science, Mr BoydHarte our new
Director of Finance and Operations and Ms Lunghi in dance and PE.
Uniform and skateboards
There have been a number of students wearing trainers over the last couple of
weeks. Please can I remind you that trainers are not allowed. Students will
have to borrow a pair of shoes form the academy if they turn up in trainers after
the Easter holiday. Some students have started to skateboard into the
Academy. Please can I remind you that skateboards are not allowed. We will
confiscate any skateboards after the Easter holiday and ask you to come in and
collect them. Thank you for your support with this rule.
Revision sessions over Easter
There are a number of revision sessions being held in the Academy over the
Easter holiday. Our website has lots of information about revision and these
resources can be found here. With the GCSE and A levels only six school
weeks away it is important that all students who have exams start their revision
over the holiday. The holiday time should be used to rest but also to catch up
on missed notes and complete any controlled assessment that is outstanding.
Thank you in advance to the staff that are leading these sessions.
Thank you for your continued support this term and I wish you a very Happy
Easter and a relaxing holiday.

Easter Reflection

Dear Parents and Carers,

The upcoming ethos themes for us all to reflect on and discuss are:

Easter
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or
sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in
that person? (1 John 3:1617)

Key Question: How did Jesus’ death and resurrection change the world?

Our Faith
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about
what we do not see. (Jeremiah 10:12)

Key Question: How can our faith be strengthened or challenged?

The next parent prayer meeting for this year is 56pm on Thursday 16th
June.
Please also feel free to contact me further on tim.richards@chelsea
academy.org

With every blessing,

Tim Richards
Academy Chaplain

British Science week at Chelsea Academy

British Science week ran from 11th20th March this year, but with so much
amazing Science going on at Chelsea Academy we decided to get a head
start and celebrate British Science Week from 7th – 20th March. We have
had lots of exciting activities and workshops going on, and many visiting
speakers. To see Science Week as it happened, please check out our
Twitter feed @ChelseaAcadSci.

DEMO Day 17th March

DEMO Day 17th March

Thursday 17th March was national Demo Day, a day to celebrate amazing
Science through exciting practical demonstrations taking place in lessons.

DNA bracelets with Oxford University

A group of scientists from the University of Oxford’s Wellcome Trust
Centre for Human Genetics visited Chelsea Academy to run a special
workshop on DNA for students from years 7, 8 and 9. Activities included a
bitterness taste test to highlight genetic differences among the students,
followed by a DNA coding exercise and making bracelets that model DNA
that many of them are now proudly wearing to school!

Forensics with Kingston University

During Science week, many of the year 7 students took part in a Forensic
Science workshop run by a team from Kingston University. Students
learned how Forensic scientists work together using different skills to
solve crimes, which linked well with their Forensics topic they have
studied in Science this year. In teams they got the chance to investigate a
“Who Dunnit?” school crime and identified the culprit by analysing
evidence such as fingerprints, chemical data and refraction by materials.

House Assembly – Gravitational Waves

House Assembly – Gravitational Waves

About a month ago there were a lot of articles about the discovery of
gravity waves. If you were not sure about General Relativity and what
gravity waves are, then ask a Chelsea Academy student! In House
Assembly this week coaching groups explained how gravity works using a
trampoline, a student and a netball! The maths is very complicated but the
concepts are surprisingly simple. Successfully detecting gravity waves
from two black holes colliding 1.5 billion years ago is one of the most
important scientific breakthroughs of this century.

Year 8 Psychology Taster lessons

Students really enjoyed finding out about what to expect from Psychology
at GCSE. Being a new subject there are many misconceptions about what
the subject involves and it was lovely seeing students gain awareness of
the wide area that psychology covers. They all took part in an experiment
on conformity and they all enjoyed talking about areas of clinical
psychology and actually saw first hand how the process of labelling can
impact on people negatively. Students were intrigued to hear about the
overlap that psychology has with the more traditional sciences. I feel it will
be a popular option in year 9.

Big Bang at Chelsea Academy

During Science Week, Chelsea Academy hosted a science event called
‘Big Bang at Chelsea Academy’, with the aim of raising engagement with
science and encouraging young people to consider sciencerelated
careers. The event was supported by STEMNET, a national organisation
that aims to connect young people with inspiring role models within the
fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).

There were several events that took place, including a ‘Primary Science’
event where our own students did simple science demonstrations for
visiting primary schools students from Ashburnham and St Mary’s RC
School; a careers fair at lunch time where visiting engineers and scientists
from a range of backgrounds spoke to our students about sciencerelated
careers; and several special activities in science lessons where students
had to use basic engineering principles to solve a problem.

Year 7 Space Mission

This week, Year 7 students have taken part in lessons to help them think
about what it would be like to live in space, and the challenges they would
have to overcome. This included modelling the difficulty of wearing space
suits gloves to carry out fiddly tasks like tying shoelaces, and looking at
what happens to marshmallows in a vacuum to understand why a space
suit is pressurised We have also been Tweeting messages to British
astronaut Tim Peake.

Year 8 CREST Awards

During Science Week every Year 8 worked in a team on a ‘Chelsea
Community Garden’ project. In their teams, each member had been
trained in a different specialism, and they had to combine their skills and
knowledge to design a workable community garden that could be built in
the local area. As a result of their hard work, many of the students qualify
for a ‘CREST Discovery Award’, a nationally recognised qualification from
the British Science Association.

Shark Dissection

Students loved finding out all about sharks and how they are exquisitely
adapted to survive within their ecological niche. During the dissection, the
students were able to examine the cartilaginous skeleton as well as being
able to find out what the shark ate for its last meal.

INSPIRE talks

As part of our links with imperial College, we regularly have visiting
scientists to run ‘INSPIRE Workshops’, relating to their research, for our
students. This week we had sessions on ‘superhydrophobic surfaces’

(materials that repel water) and how they could be used, and another
session about the process involved in creating new medicines and how
they end up on pharmacy shelves. As always our students really made
the most of these fantastic opportunities and were superb ambassadors
for our Academy.

Dr Susannah Maidment lecture

To start Science Week @ Chelsea Academy, we were delighted to
welcome Dr Susannah Maidment from Imperial College to talk to our 6th
form students in the Monday morning lecture on 7th March. Dr Maidment
talked about her work with dinosaurs, and specifically Sophie the
Stegosaurus who is housed at the Natural History Museum. Sophie is the
most complete example of a stegosaurus, and we were able to find out

about computing modelling and engineering techniques used to learn
more about how stegosaurus behaved, what they ate and what those
plates are for.

Teachers’ efforts lead to students’ success

This year, our school musical chosen by the most amount of votes was
Calamity Jane. I’d never heard of the play before but I knew that I wanted
to audition as every year is better than the one before! As the audition
process came to and end, the atmosphere in the studio was tense as the
results were revealed, but everyone got a perfectly suited role and our 5
month journey of Calamity Jane began.

Our whole cast rehearsals took place every Thursday and every member
of the cast took it to their own responsibility and made sure they attended
every rehearsal. Some rehearsals were intense and hard to get through
but without them the play wouldn’t have been as successful as it was. All
the cast members from all years made great friends from spending so
much time together and some true friendship bonds were formed as both
students and teachers spent quality time together. Teachers were literally
the most patient people in the world trying to give us precise notes and
useful tips for performing and shining through our characters. At the start

useful tips for performing and shining through our characters. At the start
of the play we had nothing but a stage but as the time progressed, Miss
Tomlinson, along with Titus and the stage managers went on to a
huge props warehouse to rent us the best decorations to sugar coat the
whole play.

In conclusion, what was seen on stage had a HUGE amount of time and
effort gone into backstage and I’m sure that I can safely say on the behalf
of everyone in the cast and the audience that without the help of
the teachers at the Arts Department, we would not have had a show as
brilliant as Calamity Jane was! Thank you so much to Miss Tomlinson, Mr
Redfearn, Mr Hill and Miss Hetherington for all of your effort
every rehearsal on the countdown to Calamity!

Elif (Year 10)

Confidence boosting experience

I recently took part in the school production Calamity Jane, this gave me
lots of support and confidence as a new member of the academy. We had
lots of fun in the rehearsals and even more excitement on the night – an

lots of fun in the rehearsals and even more excitement on the night – an
amazing experience!

My favourite part of the event was that it was enjoyable and
collaborative. Overall, it was great taking part in a special event and I can’t
wait for next year’s one!

Zoi (Year 7)

Being Calamity

My decision to take part in the academy musical this year was influenced
by multiple factors, but determination to step out of my comfort zone is the
one I would pick out as the most important. Extracurricular activities such
as a school drama production require effort, hard work and willingness to
take risks. Although having very little experience in theatre lowered my
confidence at first, the minute I walked into that audition I knew that I
would benefit and learn so much from taking part in this musical. The
warm welcome and enthusiasm I received from the teachers, my peers
and the drama department as a whole, gave me the boost that I needed to
climb out of my bubble of insecurities and explore my abilities to their

fullest. Mostly I loved working on this production because I truly
understood what it is like to be a part of a hardworking,
dedicated community. As an external student who came to Chelsea
Academy in September 2015 I can confidently say that I no longer have to
worry about being an outsider. The cast of Calamity Jane was composed
of students from Year 7 to Year 13 working together as a team, with each
individual developing their talents and improving further with each
rehearsal.

If you’re a parent reading this, you might be thinking your child can not
possibly have time to be ‘messing about’ in a school play when they are
too busy with their coursework, IL and GCSE preparation. Well, that is
where you are wrong. I am a Year 12 student with one hectic revision
schedule for my AS examinations starting in less than two months and I
played the main role in a 2 hour long musical for 3 nights in a
row. Imagine the amount of lines, songs, dance moves I had to remember.
Picture the days I had to stay for extra hours after a long school day for
rehearsal. And now look at the sensational outcome. Calamity Jane was a
real success and I can honestly say that all of our hard work definitely
paid off. As you can see, it is not impossible to find a balance between our
studies and hobbies; I am saying this especially for the aspiring students
who are aiming for success but are doubting their ability to manage so
much at once. To anyone who has even a slight interest in musical
theatre, who wants to develop their acting/singing/dancing skills while
having a blast with their schoolmates I would definitely recommend taking
part in the school musical next year. It’ll be an experience you’ll never
forget with memories to cherish forever.

Salome (Year 12)

Calamity Jane on the Deadwood Stage

Calamity Jane is a complex musical and much more demanding on the
voice compared to almost any of the Academy productions that we have
staged since opening in 2009. In the main singing roles, Titus (Y10),
Felisha (Y9), Nadja (Y10), Blerim (Y10) and Fis (Y10) did a fantastic job
every night, receiving cheers from the audiences. Special praise must go
to Salome (Y12) in the title role, who with 4 times more songs than
anyone in the cast, performed with energy, enthusiasm and character
throughout the whole rehearsal process and consistently across all
performances with a huge number of lyrics to learn. Last, but by no
means least – the chorus! Not as many songs as in previous years, but
really tricky ones with lots of repeated sections, all with slightly different
lyrics. Well done!

I must of course mention the fabulous band who provided such stunning
accompaniment and support to the singers on stage – we were very lucky
to have an almost full complement of violins, viola, cello, piano, guitar,
trumpet, clarinet, saxophone, bassoon and percussion to really produce
an authentic sound….some professional productions don’t even have that
many!

As Faculty Leader for the Arts, the production is always a very special (if
very tiring) time of year and I would like to express my immense pride and
thanks to all who took part: the cast, backstage crew, parents and staff
who supported the performances and of course the fabulous Arts Faculty
staff whose dedication and truly collaborative approach made the
production the success that it was.

Steven Hill

First Practice for Silver Duke of Edinburgh
Group

Twentyeight students signed up for silver DofeE this year, which is more than
ever before. The first Practice was in Richmond Park on Saturday 19th March
and went very well. Thanks to Mr Wotton, Ms Andrews and Miss Gordon for
giving up their Saturday to support the trip. Thanks to all the students for their
effort and enthusiasm and good luck and get organised for the summer
expeditions!

Upcoming Events

Mar 24
Spring Term ends

Mar 25 – Apr 12
EASTER HOLIDAYS

Apr 11
INSET Day

Apr 12
Summer Term starts

Apr 12 – Apr 25
Year 12 and 13 Mock Examination fortnight

May 5 @ 4:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening
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