01 April 2021
Message from the Principal
Reading through our newsletter gives you a wonderful sense of the busyness of our Academy,
even with the restrictions that have been in place. It was a truly joyful moment when we all returned
the week of 8th March. I was incredibly proud on 11th March at exactly 11.15 when students were
finally back in their classrooms - learning and flourishing!
The last few weeks have flown by; staff and students have reestablished routines and swiftly
returned to excellent learning habits. The summer term will be full of positivity and hope as we
complete the curriculum for the year but also prepare for the move into the next academic year.
Parents of children in Year 11 and 13 will know that we have shared our plans and the timeline for
assessments and the final grading of students. We also place great importance on supporting our
students in their next steps, whether for post-16 education or to move onto university or an
apprenticeship. Indeed as I write Year 11 are participating in an exciting Futures morning.
Our Easter services this week have allowed a moment to pause and to reflect on the Easter
message of resurrection. Through the Easter story we are given hope for the renewal of life. New
life in all its fullness and richness - this feels very relevant as we move slowly and carefully out of
lockdown.
I wish you and your loved ones a joyful Easter and hope you have the chance to rest and relax
together. Term re-starts on 19th April for all students with an extended Coaching time/ Period 1.

Please ensure your child continues to self test over the Easter break, so that we can keep our
community and in turn all of us, safe and free from coronavirus.
My very best wishes,
Mrs Ardron
Principal

Chelsea Academy Foundation
The Chelsea Academy Foundation Flourish Fund gives you the chance to contribute so that all
students can take advantage of the opportunities we provide and don’t need to worry about the
cost.
This means that they have free access to opportunities like Debate Mate, a programme which
teaches debating skills to improve students’ confidence, awareness of the world and employability.

These students here may be quiet with their Debate Mate masks on but once they take them off,
they have a lot to say about:

●
●
●

climate activists taking more radical action
violent video games being banned
organisations which promote fake news being prevented from using social media.

The team have been so persuasive that they are now through to Round Three of the Urban Debate
League. Congratulations, debaters!
If you would like to contribute to the Flourish Fund and help provide opportunities like this for
students please click here
Thank you very much to all of the families who have signed up so far to support us at no cost while
online shopping by registering with Amazon Smile and easyfundraising - for every online purchase

you make, they will give a small donation to our Flourish Fund. We are pleased to announce that
the winner of our sign-up raffle will receive their hamper of chocolate goodies this weekend!

Academic Update
It has been a real pleasure to see the Academy full of joyful students again. The classrooms are full
of life and alive with learning. Our students have been at the heart of all our decisions - both online
and with the reopening of our doors. Their learning and wellbeing has been our top priority and we
are so proud of the way they have persevered throughout the disruptions and continued to excel
both academically and in character. Throughout this newsletter and on the Chelsea Academy
twitter feed you can join with us in celebrating so many accomplishments including:
●
●
●

●
●

Year 7s and their work with First Story
Year 8s and the exploration of careers, GCSE taster sessions and big decisions as they
look towards the next phase in their learning journey with us
Year 9s have really embraced the first year of their GCSE studies despite the challenges.
They show real commitment and love of learning in their efforts both remotely and in
classes
Years 10s are looking forward to their own exams next year. We are proud of how they
have continued to focus and be positive about their learning.
Y11-13s are an inspiration to all of us. Despite the obstacles and uncertainty in the past few
months they have trusted in us and we are privileged to support them through it all. We will
continue to keep you updated on developments as we navigate these final months with
them.

Have a wonderful holiday and please keep reading - see Miss Allen.
Mrs McGuinness
Vice Principal
Quality of Education

Keeping Your Child Safe
Supporting your child’s Mental Health is always important but is even more vital at this time, given
all the different things we have been through over the last year. The counselling service we use at
Chelsea Academy is Place2Be and they provide a wealth of resources and information to help
parents / carers support their child’s Mental Health. Please click here which is the link to the
‘Supporting Your Child’s Mental Health’ section of the Place2Be website. I am sure that all parents
/ carers will find this information and the resources really useful.
Mrs Whittle
Senior Vice Principal
Inclusion and Child Protection Lead

Head of Year Update - Year 7
It has been amazing to have all our students back in the Academy reconnecting with their learning
once again.
I am very proud, along with Mr White and the Learning Coaches, of all of our students. Since being
back in the Academy they have shown perseverance, responsiveness and sense of responsibility.

Their enthusiasm and enjoyment at seeing their friends, coupled with participating in daily class
activities, has helped everyone settle back into Academy life.
Good attendance is firmly linked with academic success. It is expected that our students maintain a
high level of attendance and focus on their learning whilst in the Academy.
I have been very impressed with Y7’s positive attitude and attentiveness to their studies particularly
during the week of testing. The sensibility of our young people is excellent and they continue to
show great maturity.
Thank you as always for your support. We look forward to seeing all students back in the Academy
after the Easter break so that their excellent learning can continue.
In the meantime, we wish you all a peaceful and safe Easter break.
Mr Lehmer
Head of Year 7

Head of Year Update - Year 8
It has been wonderful to finally welcome all our Year 8 students back into the Academy in person
this half-term. I have been extremely impressed by how quickly they’ve settled back in and how
mature they have been about the ongoing Covid-19 testing process. It’s obvious to me how much
they missed their friends during lockdown, and it’s lovely to see them interacting with one another
both in lessons and at lunch and break.
We very much hope that things will be almost back to normal after the Easter holidays, and we
expect our students to attend the Academy on time every day unless they are too unwell to do so.
I’m sure we’re all keen to make up for lost time, and this final term is a very important one for Year 8
students. As you know, the deadline for their Options choices is on the 30th of April, so it is
important to continue to discuss their future aspirations with them. All the information you need is
on the ‘Year 8 Options’ section of our website.
I wish you a lovely, restful Easter break and hope that you will be able to enjoy it as a family now
that restrictions have eased slightly.
Mrs Borg
Head of Year 8 and EAL Coordinator

Head of Year Update - Year 9
This has been a very challenging term for all of us - however, I’ve said it before and I’ll say again,
our young people never cease to amaze and impress.
They have acted responsibly and maturely regarding the current situation and particularly
throughout their testing.
I thank you for your continuing support for me and my team - we have a superb group of young
people and we enjoy working with them and supporting you through this period.
There is just one more term to go until the summer when I will be able to say how proud I am of
each and everyone of them, they have been the most impressive group I’ve ever had the privilege

to lead.
Mr Fisher
Head of Year 9

Head of Year Update - Year 10
These past few weeks have been a challenging time for everyone readjusting to the routines of
being in the Academy full time. Year 10 have shown great resilience with many achieving great
things since their return and some students receiving anchors for achievement points already.
We've had coaching groups pushing 200 achievement points in a week which is fantastic to see!
We’re really proud of writing so many different names on the Year 10 noticeboard each week for the
top recipients of these points.
On observing the coaching group sessions, it is clear that the students are really valuing this face to
face interaction with friends and teachers once more. The pastoral curriculum has included some
hard hitting topics that the students have responded to in a mature manner - a special shout out to
10 Lister and Ms Koerner for their great discussions happening nearly every morning.
In other exciting news, we have been successful in securing Year 10 some outside space for them
to make use of at lunchtime which is providing some much needed fresh air for the students who
don't wish to be taking part in the daily basketball or other activities in the sports hall.
I would encourage the students to use this time over the Easter break to relax and recharge ready
to face the challenges of the final term.
Mr Daverat
Head of Year 10

Head of Year Update - Year 11
Year 11 have returned to the Academy and their lessons with great enthusiasm following the virtual
learning from the start of 2021. The importance of the remaining months is not lost on the
pro-active year group.
Revision and catch-up sessions have started up again, with an uptake even more popular than
during Term 1. This is but one of the reasons why they have taken to their assessments with
confidence and determination. Their classroom engagement has shone through, with students
interacting and facilitating debate and progress throughout the past few weeks.
As we move towards our Easter holidays, we will welcome those invited in for revision during the
holidays to issue some additional support prior to their next round of assessments in mid-May.
However, as we all know, approaching the end of Year 11 is not just around assessments and tests:
it’s also a reflective time as we draw closer to our Year 11 Celebrations week. We’ve released our
Prom 2021 date, with those invited able to purchase tickets this side of the holidays.
As our weeks countdown, we eagerly await the Summer Term: to not only shine in our last round of
assessments, but to come together as a year community for our final time prior to moving onto
Chelsea Academy Sixth Form or beyond.
Mr Daverat
Head of Year 11

Sixth Form Update

It has been wonderful to welcome the Sixth Form back to the Academy. As always they have taken
it in their stride.
The Year 13s have worked hard over the past couple of weeks successfully completing the internal
assessments and now know their next steps for the weeks and months ahead. The students are
continuing to get lots of fantastic university offers and the ‘Pioneers’ are working with Mr Flitcroft to
secure future pathways - apprenticeships, gap years and volunteer programmes.
The Year 12s have just completed their six weeks of Oppidan training and are looking forward to
sharing their new skills through the mentoring of Year 7s.
The lecture series has started again and we welcomed our first in person speaker last week Mona
Jaffar who spoke about her journey to becoming a medic.
The Higher Education Launch for Year 12s has begun and they are underway researching
pathways, potential courses and universities.

Library Update
First Story
Students in Year 7 worked incredibly hard during lockdown to attend their First Story sessions
virtually and from home. Despite the obstacles that were thrown at them, they managed to produce
some excellent work and gained plenty of inspiration from this time that they can bring with them for
the final few weeks before their anthology is published this summer.
Carnegie Children’s Book Prize Shadowing
The Carnegie Children’s Book Prize is an annual event that celebrates the very best in children’s
literature. Students in KS3 have the opportunity to shadow this year’s prize by attending
after-school sessions with Miss Allen in the LRC. We will be talking through each of the shortlisted
books and taking part in activities for each, before voting for our favourites ahead of the official
winner announcement in June.
Year 7 students are invited to attend this after-school activity on a Monday in the LRC, with Year 8
being invited to attend on a Tuesday.
For more information about the Carnegie Children’s Book Prize, please see here.
Miss Allen
Library Manager

Easter Holiday Reading Recommendations
Please click here to view the Easter holiday reading recommendations from Miss Allen.

RE Department Update
It has been wonderful to welcome students back into our RE classrooms. The engagement has
continued on from their brilliant contributions during lockdown.
We regularly welcome Mr Richards into our lessons to share an insight into key Christian festivals.
During Advent, he brought prayer space bags to lessons, which were kindly provided by some local
churches.

Recently, he joined some Year 7 to 9 lessons to teach about the significance of Lent for Christians.
Students enjoyed testing their ability to resist temptation and considered how this relates to fasting
during Lent.
Year 7s continue their study of Founder of Faith, having recently finished exploring the role of Jesus
in Christianity, they have now moved on to learning about the life of Muhammad and his signficance
for Muslims.
Year 8s are enjoying a new unit exploring key Jewish beliefs and practices.
Year 9s are about to round off their study of Christianity with ethics debates covering matters of life
and death, they will then begin to explore key Muslim beliefs.
Year 10s have now completed the content for the GCSE course and have started their revision for
some internal assessments in May.

Science Department Update
Science Week Innovation for the future
In honour of Science Week, Year 7 students had an engaging lesson focusing on renewable energy
and had the chance to build a wind turbine that lifted a platform. It was also great to see students
building these at home!
Year 8 students looked at Perseverance that landed on Mars recently, they built and programmed
their own Mars Rovers. So much fun in the first week back from lockdown.

Year 7 engaging in the wind turbine challenge

Students programming their Robots

Art Department Update
"Most of us live our lives in ridiculous obligation to a machine that… is always telling us to do more,
have more, go to more places, make more money...This is a wonderful time in which those
imperatives are loosened….And we have to ask ourselves: What do we care about? What do we
value? What do we love?"
-A quote reflecting on lockdown by Antony Gormley, contemporary British artist
The opportunity to explore ideas and express a personal vision has been emboldened by the
situation Academy Art students found themselves in over the past few months.
London as a city provides a rich landscape of historical architecture. It was possible as part of daily

exercise to walk down a street in which Tudor, Victorian and Modernist buildings could be seen
standing side by side. Taking this for inspiration Yr7 students created ideas responding to the
theme of “looking through an old window on to a new building”.
“I now know that the Academy was designed by the architects Feilden Clegg Bradley. It is a
Modernist style building that is geometric and angular. The Academy building is very different to the
style of Gothic Revival. This was a design movement led by Augustus Pugin in the 19th Century.
Gothic revival is all about pointed arches and windows with lots of decoration inspired by the things
that you see in nature”.
-Olivia, Yr7 Art student
Building on their investigations into the Pop Art movement of the mid twentieth century Yr8 created
interior designs applying paper modelling and collage techniques. Vivid colours, sharp geometric
patterns and ‘junk culture’ imagery were assembled to make these rooms.
“This project was fun because we constructed the 3D model of a room just using a folded piece of
paper that we then added to and made our own ideas!”.
-Eamon, Yr8 Art student
As museums, galleries and exhibitions moved online Yr9 GCSE Art students took up exciting
opportunities to explore collections of “Ordinary and Extraordinary Objects”. The Horniman
Museum and The British Museum house the world’s finest collections of artefacts from different
times, places and cultures. Students applied a range of drawing techniques to focus on shapes,
patterns and styles.
“African masks have intricate shapes and patterns that I really got caught up in drawing”
-Siena, Yr9 GCSE Art
“How do we celebrate ourselves?” This is the question that Yr10 GCSE Art students answered by
creating ideas for their own personal shrine. A mixed media art project to create work that reflects
personal passions, interests and aspirations.
“My Angolan heritage is so special to me. When I visit there I am amazed by the colours and
patterns that are everywhere”.
-Lara, Yr10 GCSE Art
As they approach the end of KS4 Yr11 GCSE Art students continue to refine their ideas and create
final pieces. Sketchbooks became more important than ever during remote learning. A wonderful
way to record ideas and draw to develop visual journals. This wealth of personal research provided
a stimulating and exciting source to work from when back in the classroom. Ideas are now being
realised as large scale paintings as things return to normal.
“I liked looking at how Spring suddenly appeared in the natural world around us. The colourful
blossom of trees inspired me to paint and take photographs”.
-Amelia, Yr11 GCSE Art
Ideas Development has been an ongoing focus for Yr12 A-Level Art students. Coursework has
involved creating a sketchbook that tells the creative process of personal ideas. Students are
embracing a wide range of working methods including painting, photography and 3D sculpting.
“I suddenly got an idea about sculpting using paper and have started making small scale 3D pieces

based on dinosaur fossils. Now I am back at the Academy I want to take this way of working in a
new direction.”
-Abdullah, Yr12 A-Level Art
Art & Design as a University and career path has proven more popular than ever for Yr13 A-Level
Art students. It is always an exciting time of year to support students assembling their portfolios.
Online interviews have occurred and already students have offers at prestigious universities to
study Fine Art and Architecture.
“Although I was nervous when I did my online interview for my Architecture course the University
was really complimentary about my portfolio of drawings and other artwork.”
-Mark, Yr13 A-Level Art
As we rediscover familiar ways of learning together in Art we are looking forward to a renewed time
of imagination and creativity!

Reflection

This year’s Easter services have been focusing on the meaning of the resurrection. Christians
believe that this offers humanity hope, peace, joy and strength for the future. It is my hope and
prayer that all of our staff, students and parents know hope this Easter.
May God bless you and your loved ones.
Tim Richards
Chaplain
tim.richards@chelsea-academy.org
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