19 October 2022
Message from the Principal
I am sure you will agree that this half term holiday has been well earned by students and
staff alike. As I write, staff are spending the INSET day focusing on the Academy’s
Christian ethos and what that means for us as we inspire and encourage all our
community to flourish. This half term has seen much flourishing. We have had a real focus
on High Performance across the Academy, ensuring that we expect the highest standards
from all our students. It has been excellent to see a focus on strong, inspirational learning
in lessons.
Students have adjusted well to the tweaked Behaviour Policy. It is a priority that poor
behaviour is kept to an absolute minimum so that all students can learn free from any
disruption. We can only work in partnership with you as parents and carers so thank you
for supporting the Academy with the revised Behaviour policy.
Please take some time to read through the wonderful achievements of our students - we
are all incredibly proud of Ethan who has been awarded the prestigious Arkwright
Scholarship. We hope other budding engineers might follow in Ethan’s footsteps!
I hope you have a restful half term break and we look forward to seeing your child back at
the Academy on 31st October at the normal start time of 8.35am. A reminder that students
must always be in full Academy uniform. Please note students are not permitted to wear
socks and tights together and facial piercings are not permitted.

With my best wishes,
Mrs Ardron
Principal
Chelsea Academy Foundation
The Chelsea Academy Foundation provides exciting activities and support for
students throughout their time here, from the beginning to the end of their Chelsea
Academy journey.
Rowing remains one of our most popular programmes, and it was great to see such a
large
turnout of new rowers for the start of the season. We are hoping for more sunny
days on the river!

The beautiful autumn weather saw the return of our rowing programme.

HOW TO GIVE
The Flourish Fund gives you the chance to contribute to the provision of these activities.
If you would like to contribute to the Flourish Fund, please click here to give either as a
one-off or monthly donation. This helps ensure that all our students can participate in our
activities without worrying about the cost. Many thanks to all the parents who are already
supporting us in this way.

Online Shopping
You can also support us for FREE while online shopping by registering with Amazon Smile
and easyfundraising - for every online purchase you make, they will give a small donation
(at no cost to you) to our Flourish Fund.
Businesses can now raise funds for Chelsea Academy Foundation via easyfundraising. If
the company you work for, or one you have links to, would like to raise FREE funds for us,
please invite them using this link.
Academic Update
The Chelsea Academy Academic Year of 2022/23 has well and truly started, and already
we are celebrating great successes in learning across the Academy.
Throughout this newsletter, Heads of Year and Curriculum Leaders share with you some
of the highlights of the past 8 weeks where we have continued to learn together to flourish
in all we do.
To share in your child’s learning journey and join us in celebrating the good news and
excellent learning opportunities that happen every day at the Academy please follow us on
Twitter @chelseaacademy or if you are not on social media, the website.
Studying the website's shared curriculum summaries is a great additional way to stay
involved in your child's education. You can use these to guide your questions around your
child’s learning and to encourage them to share with you their classroom experiences.
For example, Y7 have been exploring the great scientific contributions of Ancient Islam. In
order to prepare for their RE Mock exams in December, Y10 are working hard and not
giving any excuses, motivated by the GCSE results of the current Year 11s.
Follow these links to take you directly to the course handbooks:
Key Stage 3 Curriculum Overviews
Key Stage 4 GCSE Course Handbooks
We have invested in excellent online programmes to support our students' Independent
Learning. As parents & carers, you have access to all of the platforms, so you can
regularly check on and celebrate your child’s progress. Your guide to all platforms is found
on the website in the Parent Portal under Log Ins.
All platforms are readily available and easy to access for all students via the Chelsea

Academy Learning Cloud (The CALC).
In navigating your child's learning and assisting you with their learning at home, I hope you
find these links to be useful.
We are extremely proud of our students that made the transition over the summer to life
after GCSEs or A levels. We are delighted that so many students in Year 11 chose to join
our Sixth Form, but our first priority is that each student chooses the best option for them.
As a result we have also seen a number of students take up incredible opportunities up
and down the Capital. As an example, following GCSEs this year some students went on
to:
●
●
●
●
●

The London Screen Academy to study Film Production
London College of Beauty Therapy to study Hair & Media Make-up/Make-up
Artistry
The Brit School to study Music Performance
Fashion Retail Academy to study Fashion Design
Capel Manor College to study Animal Management

Besides gaining places in some of the most prestigious universities and courses in the
country from Medicine and Dentistry to universities such as the University of Oxford and
Imperial College London, in the summer some of our Year 13 students went on to:
●
●
●
●
●

A professional football contract in Bulgaria
A degree apprenticeship with Unilever
To study Composition at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire
A University of the Arts London, Level 4 Foundation Diploma in Art and Design
An apprenticeship with the Metropolitan Police

Enjoy a restful holiday. And I hope you find time to celebrate many of the Black Excellence
Events to commemorate this year’s Black History Month. Finally, we would like to wish our
Hindu community a very happy Diwali filled with family and friends.
Mrs McGuinness
Vice Principal
Quality of Education
Keeping Your Child Safe
Safeguarding advice for parents: Sex and Relationships
Many parents and carers feel unsure about how to talk to their child about sex, sexuality
and relationships. The NSPCC has lots of advice to help parents support their child and
keep them safe. Please click here for parent-friendly advice and support.
Mr Whitley
Assistant Principal - Inclusion
Head of Year Update - Year 7
Our Year 7’s have got off to a fantastic start!

As mentioned during our parents transition evening, our transition process does not end
on your child's first day in Year 7. This is something that is continuous throughout the
whole of the first term as we appreciate it is such a big change for your children.
Retreats
Each coaching group has now completed their Year 7 retreat. These took place in St
Lukes Church and involved a lot of team building, reflection and deep thinking activities. It
was a fantastic opportunity for our students to get to know more about the other members
in their coaching group and their Learning Coaches. The students also learned the
academy Hymn ‘We Have An Anchor’ which I know will sound fantastic when all of our
coaching groups come together in our next Year 7 assembly!

Transition Day for Teachers
At the end of the summer term, we held our first Academic transition day for teachers. In
our mission to become primary receptive as an Academy and ensure that our staff have a
clear knowledge and understanding of the content and pedagogical styles being used at
primary school, we invited our partner primary school teachers into the Academy to share
schemes of work, workbooks and teaching styles so that we can ‘kick off’ from the
fantastic job being done by our partner primaries.
Frozen
We have already had our first rewards trip! 30 of our Year 7 students went on a trip to see
Frozen in the West End. Students (and staff!) thoroughly enjoyed the performance. Some
of our students were even asked to do an interview for the official Frozen promotions. A
big thank you to Ms Tomlinson for organising this! So many students have really flourished
in the first half term and I have got plenty more rewards trips lined up for students who did
not manage to get a place on this one.

Attendance
So far, Year 7 attendance has been fantastic! Please can I reinforce the message that all
students are expected to attend the academy every day. Even if they feel a little ‘under the
weather’ the expectation is that they attend the Academy. If your child is too unwell to
attend lessons, I will call home to allow that student to leave. Missing 1 day with 6 different
lessons takes an awfully long time to catch up on and adds unnecessary stress to your
child's start to the secondary experience.
Thank you!
Finally, I would just like to say thank you to all of the Year 7 parents and carers for helping
us to support your child in the start of their Chelsea Academy journey!
Mr White
Head of Year 7
Head of Year Update - Year 8
This term, I have really enjoyed getting to know Year 8. Even though our three-year
journey has just begun, I am already observing and personally experiencing the positive
changes in the students on a daily basis.
I want to express my gratitude to all parents and carers for their children's attendance this
term. We are off to a great start, and I hope that continues all year. Additionally, I want to
thank everyone who volunteered and assisted the Academy during our Open Evening. It
was wonderful to see the Year 8 students taking such pride in their Academy, and it was a
great chance for me to observe their servant leadership in action. They truly were a credit
to you. I want to sincerely thank each and every one of these students for their hard work you did a fantastic job.
As part of Chelsea Academy’s Extended Curriculum programme we are planning to take
all Year 8 students on a two day educational, outdoor, residential trip from Wednesday
16th March – Friday 18th March 2022. Land & Wave is a popular outdoor educational

learning centre in Dorset. A letter will be going out today to all parents and carers with full
information. As they grow and develop at CA, this will once again be a fantastic
opportunity for our young people to gain some independence and responsibility.
I wish you all a safe half term break.
Mr Fisher
Head of Year 8
Head of Year Update - Year 9
The academic year has begun and what an eventful year it promises to be.
Along with Mr. Silverman and the Learning Coaches, I'm really proud of how tenacious,
attentive, and accountable all our students have been since returning to school in
September.
Students have maintained their enthusiasm throughout the half term, eager to see their
classmates and participate in a wealth of extracurricular activities that the Academy offers.
Thanks to Mr. Rowe our Year 9 students were able to attend the Laver Cup at The O2 and
see tennis legends Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer.

Good attendance is closely linked to academic performance so we expect all our students
to maintain a high level of attendance and focus whilst they are with us.
I look forward to seeing you all back for the autumn term!
Mr Lehmer
Head of Year 9
Head of Year Update - Year 10
Year 10 have certainly made the most of the first half term of the academic year and have
been incredibly busy. This half term saw the launch of Stepping Stones mentoring where
our Year 10 mentor the new Year 7s and impart their wisdom on a weekly basis!
Next half term sees the launch of our Year 12 to Year 10 academic mentoring programme
where I hope that the selected students will reap the benefits of studying with one of our
sixth formers, comparing notes on revision techniques and work ethic ahead of the first
Year 10 GCSE this summer.
It has been a pleasure to receive positive praise from the Year 10 teachers regarding how
the Year 10’s have been working so maturely, adapting to the increasingly high standards
expected as we edge ever closer to final exams.
We celebrated the end of the half term with a breakfast for the 16 students who, according
to their Learning Coaches, have had the best starts to Year 10. It was wonderful to rejoice
with these students and be able to honour them for their excellence and servant
leadership.

I hope you all have a restful half term and thank you to the parents / carers for all your
support during my first half term as Head of Year 10.
Miss Hetherington
Head of Year 10
Head of Year Update - Year 11
What a fantastic start to this very important year for our students in Year 11.
The first half-term is always about hitting the ground running, and the expectations have
been outstandingly matched. Alongside settling students into their GCSE classes, we’ve
got our interventions both pre and post academy day up and running. We’ve had over 200
attendances to these study hubs over the past few weeks, which is a terrific achievement.
Year 11s have been so engrossed in lessons that they have earned a total of around 3,000
Achievement Points too!

We’ve also celebrated our first Jack Petchey winner! Natasha U in 11G was nominated by
her peers, for some lovely reasons such as: “She is one of the most entertaining and lively
people I’ve met. She brings interesting things to people’s daily lives and never seems to
complain much. She is extremely responsible and can be seen as a leader which makes
everyone associated with her glad to be friends with her.”
Next half-term sees our internal Open Evening and Year 11 Expectations Evening (3rd
November) and a Study Skills Session which will provide our cohort with key learning and
revision skills they could use to best prepare for their Mock exams - which will run in the
December fortnight.
We approach our summer exams with much anticipation and preparation in order to
flourish!
Mr Daverat
Head of Year 11
Head of Year Update - Year 12
I have been really impressed with how well Year 12 have taken to sixth form life, both
academically and with their extra-curricular activities. It has been great to see so many of
our students returning to us as well as those students who have joined from elsewhere all
fitting into Chelsea Academy so well. I have received lots of positive comments from
teachers about their engagement and perseverance with their new A Level courses. This
year, students will have the opportunity to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh course as
well as several opportunities to mentor some of our younger students.
Some of our Year 12 students have been through a rigorous process after applying to be a
Deputy Head Student. The hard work and resilience they have shown through this is
commendable. I look forward to being able to announce those selected soon.
Year 12 is a key time to explore opportunities, both for personal growth, and also to
prepare material that can be used on their UCAS form to demonstrate the brilliant students
that they are. Please continue to encourage your children to take up the opportunities they
are offered - there are many! With this in mind, Year 12 is also a key time to begin to
consider their choices after A Levels, for example by using the half term break to visit
universities they might be interested in.
If you don’t already, please follow @ChelseaAcad6th on Twitter where we share
opportunities for students as well as celebrate their successes. One student, Ethan, has
already been highlighted on our Twitter feed as he received a prestigious Arkwright
Engineering scholarship which is an enormous achievement. Refer to the STEM piece for
further information by Mrs Gonzales.
Thank you for all of your support with the transition from Year 11 to Year 12. The positive
start students have made is encouraging and I look forward to being able to share more
success stories with you as they come.

Mr Hall
Head of Year 12
Head of Year Update - Year 13
Year 13 have quickly got back into the routine of the Autumn term, with a particular focus
on getting Personal Statements drafted (and redrafted!). The early entry deadline for those
wishing to apply to Oxbridge, Medicine or Dentistry and other specialist courses has now
passed, and I’ve been so impressed with students’ dedication in practising for their
aptitude tests in tandem with their studies. We are looking forward to progressing the
UCAS applications for the remainder of the year group in the coming months, alongside
supporting those applying for apprenticeships. We actively support our students through
this competitive application process and it has been a delight to hear how one of our Year
13s of 2021-22 is thriving on her degree apprenticeship with Unilever.
Many Year 13s volunteered to represent the Academy during our most recent Open
Evening for prospective students. They helped with practical demonstrations, running
history activities, and conducting tours. They did brilliantly and we are very grateful for the
students' support; their enthusiasm was noted by many prospective parents that I spoke
to.
Year 13 have been fortunate enough to hear from many engaging speakers during this
half term lecture series including Dr Antoine Rogers from Brunel Uni. Another highlight
was when we heard from our own students Jenny, Aaliyah, Daniella and Aala who helped
us to mark the start of Black History Month in our assemblies.

Once again thank you for your continued support as parents and carers and I wish you
and your families a restful half term.
Mrs Hogg
Head of Year 13

Library Update
Please click here to view the half-term 1 Library newsletter.
Mrs Sim
Library Manager
STEM Update
Arkwright Scholarship

We came back in September with the great news that Ethan in Year 12 had been awarded
the prestigious Arkwright Engineering Scholarship. He is our first ever student to be
awarded this scholarship.

As an Arkwright Engineering Scholar, he will benefit from a range of enrichment
opportunities to support his journey into engineering, including:
●
●

A £600 financial bonus to fund technical or curriculum-based projects, the
purchase of equipment and additional courses
Professional mentoring and networking opportunities with industry experts,
providing practical advice and guidance with technical projects, further study and

●
●

career pathways
Nationally recognised Scholarship certification to enhance university and
apprenticeship applications
A £400 donation to the schools of successful applicants, which the school will
utilise for STEM events and resources to benefit students

For those future engineers in Year 11 wanting to apply for the Arkwright Scholarship,
applications are now open for 2023. Please do not hesitate to come and speak to me so
that I can help you with your application. I have allocated time in our enrichment schedule
to support you with this process.
STEM Enrichment Clubs
We have launched our clubs for this term and our space is buzzing with students engaging
in all the activities on offer. This year, we have launched the STEM Innovation Hub on
Tuesdays, affording our students the opportunity to work with our amazing Science and
Technology teachers in the Innovation and Makerspace classrooms. Students have so far
participated in science experiments with Ms. Hines, discussed sustainable solutions with
Ms. Warr, and learned how to build structures with 3D pens. At the moment, it's a bit of
engaging fun, but soon enough our students will be working towards achieving the
Science CREST Award.

Here you can see Year 7 and 8 practising using 3D pens. I can’t wait to see how they get
on with the challenges over the next few weeks!

Year 10s finishing off their clocks in the Makerspace during the D & T workshop, focusing
on high quality finishes.

Year 8 boys participating in the Biteback 2030 campaign with Ms Warr, who is discussing
current food-related issues in our school community.

Above you can see Year 7 students working with Ms. Fullen, baking up a white chocolate
brownie delight!
I have attached the timetable for the after school enrichment clubs below.

Mrs Gonzales
Design and Technology and Whole School STEM Lead

Reflection

Over the past two weeks, each Year 7 coaching group has been on a day trip to St.
Luke’s, Earl’s Court for their annual retreat. This was an opportunity to have a break from
their ordinary school day and to spend time away from the Academy with their peers. We
thank God for the joy that was shared throughout these weeks, and pray that the positive
bonds that were built during the retreat days will be fruitful and produce great friendships
between students in the months and years to come.
Mr Van-Kan
Chaplain
dwight.van-kan@chelsea-academy.org
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